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tions. Now let me turn to the international situation. Thereafter
I shall revert to those questions again.
What is the purpose of our reviewing the international
situation? Are we meeting here as a club just to discuss the
subject? Are we behaving like passengers in a bus whiling away
the time by discussing the news in the morning papers ? Or are
we studying the international situation with the purpose
of writing history ? I submit that we are reviewing the--
international situation with a particular purpose. The purpose
with which every item on our agenda should be discussed has-
been made explicit by the serial order and the synopsis. It is,
quite possible that some of you hold an entirely different opinion,
of the international situation. They may read facts very diffe-
rently. But as a party, we must have a common purpose. We--
are meeting here, as members of a party, to review the inter-
national situation with a common purpose. In a club or in a~
bus, or in a railway c^&partment, that common purpose would,
be absent, and we couiff have complete freedom to discuss in.
any way we like. A common purpose limits the scope of our
discussion here. The purpose is quite clear from the synopsis. It.
is to appraise how things are in the world to-day, because we-
as a party shalj have to operate in a part of that world. Since we
met last, things fyave been changing, and we as Marxists must
continually adjust our behaviour to the changing situation; we
must not fit into the changing situation of the world imaginary
facts of a preconceived world-pattern. At one time we review
the world situation and coordinate expected facts and events into-
an ideal pattern which gives us a direction for our activities. At
another time, we take stock of the situation again, and if we
see that some of the actual facts do not fit into our ideal pattern,
we should not quarrel with the facts, but reshape our pattern..
It is a pattern not only of facts, but also an ideal-pattern.
Because, we not only see events, but we try to understand what
is the moving force of those events ; why this particular set of"
events is taking place and not another. When world events move
very fast, it becomes urgent for the people engaged in political
practice to take stock of the situation more frequently, and
change their ideal-pattern equally frequently if that appears-
to be indicated by the changing situation. Therefore, we cannto-